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GRAND OF ARIZONA 

MILITARY ORDER OF THE COOTIE 

OF THE UNITED STATES 
"The Honor Degree of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States" 

 

ARTICLE I 

Formation and Name 

Section 1.  Pursuant to Article A, Section 401 of the By-Laws of the Supreme Pup Tent, 

Military Order of   the Cootie of the United States, with and by virtue of the Charter 

heretofore granted this State organization, shall be known as the Grand Pup Tent.  

Fertile Hunting Grounds of Arizona Military Order of the Cootie of the United States. 

Section 2.  The Motto shall be as prescribed by the By-Laws and Ritual of the Supreme 

Pup Tent. 

Section 3.  The Slogan shall be as prescribed by the By-laws and Ritual of the Supreme 

Pup Tent. 

ARTICLE II 

Governing Body 

Section 1.  For the purpose of government and ceremonial functions, this Grand Pup 

Tent shall be governed by a Grand Scratch subordinate to the Supreme Scratch. 

A. For the purpose of administration within and for the Grand Pup Tent of Arizona, a 

body to be known as the Grand Council of Administration (C of A) will have 

charge of the working and business interests of the Grand Pup Tent between 

sessions of the Grand Scratch. 
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B. The Grand Pup Tent of Arizona shall at all times, remain under the jurisdiction of 

and be governed according to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Veterans of 

Foreign  Wars  of the United States and the Supreme By-Laws  of the Military 

Order of the Cootie  of the United  States. 

ARTICLE Ill 

Composition 

Section 1.  The Grand Scratch shall consist of: 

A. The Supreme Commander provided he or she is a resident of the Grand Pup 

Tent and is in good standing in his or her Pup Tent. 

B. The Grand Commander and all Past Grand Commanders of the Grand of 

Arizona who served a full term of one (1) year, or who having been elected to fill 

a vacancy had served to the end of the term, so long as they remain in good 

standing in their respective Pup Tents. 

C. All elected officers (Shavetails) of the Grand Pup Tent, and the Grand Adjutant 

(Hungry Cootie), Chief of Staff, Inspector, Shirt Reader, Provost Marshal, Jimmy 

Legs, and Hospital Chairman. 

D. All Seam Squirrels within the jurisdiction of the Grand Pup Tent.  In the absence 

of the Seam Squirrel, the Blanket Bum (Senior Vice), or Hide Gimlet (Junior Vice) 

may represent the Pup Tent. 

E. Delegates to be elected by their respective Pup Tents in accordance with the 

Bylaws of the Supreme Pup Tent. 

F. All three Grand VAVS representatives. 

G. The current Department Commander at the invitation of the Grand Commander 

as an unelected and non-appointed voting member. 

ARTICLE IV 

Meetings 

Section 1.  The Grand Council of Administration shall elect the place for the meeting of 

the Grand Scratch, which is to be the third weekend in May of each year, subject to the 

approval of the VFW Department (State) Commander. 

Section 2.  The Grand Council of Administration shall meet in sessions not less than 

four (4) times a year.  The first meeting will be held in conjunction with the Bob Gray 

Memorial Steak Fry at the Ft. Whipple Veterans Administration Medical Center, 

Prescott, Arizona.  The second meeting will be held in conjunction with the Supreme 

Hospital Visitation Day Steak Fry at the Tucson Veterans Administration Medical 

Center, Tucson, Arizona.  The place of other meetings shall be at the direction of the 

Grand Commander, unless otherwise specified by the Council. 
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ARTICLE V 

Quorum 

Section 1.  The minimum of delegates required at a Grand Scratch to constitute a 

quorum shall be not less than seven (7 Grand Officers, plus one (1) delegate each from 

not less than three (3) Pup Tents within the Grand. 

Section 2.  A majority of the Grand Council of Administration present shall constitute a 

quorum for the transaction of business; provided however, that there shall not be less 

than seven (7) members present. 

ARTICLE VI 

Eligibility to Office 

Section 1.  All active Third Degree members of the Military Order of the Cootie in good 

standing shall be eligible to any office in the Grand Pup Tent; provided however, no 

member shall hold two {2) elective office at the same time.  A Grand Pup Tent officer 

elected or appointed to an office shall continue to hold office for the period for which 

elected, or during the pleasure of the appointive power; provided that member remains 

in a good standing in the Pup Tent of which he or she is a member. 

ARTICLE VII 

Officers 

Section 1.  The officers of the Grand Pup Tent shall consist of the same officers as 

compose the local Pup Tent; with the addition of a Chief of Staff, Deputy Chiefs of Staff, 

Inspector, Deputy Inspectors, Judge Advocate, Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service 

(VAVS) Representatives, and Aides de Camp.  All officers shall prefix the word Grand to 

their titles. 

Section 2.  The Grand Council of Administration shall consist of: Grand Commander, all 

Past Grand Commanders in good standing in their respective Pup Tents, Grand Senior 

Vice Commander, Grand Junior Vice Commander, Grand Adjutant, Grand 

Quartermaster, Grand Judge Advocate, Grand Chief of Staff, Grand Inspector, Grand 

Shirt Reader, Grand Provost Marshal, Grand Surgeon, Grand Jimmy Legs, Grand 

Hospital Chairman, Grand Chaplain, Grand Historian, Grand VAVS Representatives 

(not to include the Deputy Representatives) and not more than five {5) additional 

Council members who shall be elected annually by the members of the Grand Scratch. 

In addition, each Pup Tent Seam Squirrel shall be a member of the Council. 

Section 3.  The Grand Commander shall appoint the following officers: Grand Adjutant, 

Grand Chief of Staff, Grand Inspector, Grand Shirt Reader, Grand Provost Marshal, 

Grand Jimmy Legs, Grand Hospital Chairman, Grand VFW Booster Chairman, Grand 

Deputy Chiefs of Staff, Grand Deputy Inspectors, Grand VAVS representatives, and 

Grand Aides de Camp. 
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ARTICLE VIII 

Election to Term of Office 

Section 1.  The election of the Grand Pup Tent officers shall be as provided in Article IV 

of the By-Laws of the Supreme Pup Tent, as amended. 

Section 2.  The term of office shall be as provided in Article IV of the By-Laws of the 

Supreme Pup Tent. 

ARTICLE IX 

Duties of Officers 

Section 1.  The duties of the Grand Council of Administration shall be as provided in 

Article IV, Section 425, of the Supreme Pup Tent By-Laws. 

Section 2.  Members of the Grand Council of Administration are required to attend all 

regularly scheduled councils of administration.  Any elected or appointed member who 

misses two 2) consecutive meetings will be removed and replaced.  If a member will be 

unable to attend a meeting, he or she must notify the Grand Commander to be excused. 

ARTICLE X 

Vacancies 

Section 1.  All vacancies in elective offices shall be filled by the Grand Council of 

Administration, after notification to all Pup Tents; provided, however, that in the case of 

the vacancy of the Commander, the Senior Vice Commander shall assume the duties of 

that office; and the Junior Vice Commander shall assume the duties of the office of the 

Senior.  The Grand Council of Administration shall convene to elect a Junior Vice 

Commander. 

ARTICLE XI 

Voting 

Section 1.  Voting at the Grand Scratch or Grand Convention: 

A. Pup Tent delegate strength will be based on one delegate and one alternate for 

each (5) members, or fraction thereof. 

B. Each delegate present at a Grand Scratch shall be entitled to one vote.  The vote 

of any absent delegate not represented by an alternate, may be cast by the other 

delegates of the Pup Tent; or in the absence of all delegates alternates the pro 

rata strength of the Pup Tent may be cast by the Seam Squirrel; or in his/her 

absence, the Blanket Bum of such Pup Tent.  If the Seam Squirrel or his 

representative is absent, his vote will be utilized by the Grand Commander at 

his/her discretion for the Pup Tent.  No individual shall have more than one vote. 

C. Voting by proxy is permitted.  Proxies must be submitted in writing by letter or 

email to the Grand Commander or Adjutant. 
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D. When voting by roll call vote at the Grand Scratch or Grand Convention, the roll 

call of officers shall be taken and the voting position of the officers will be stated.  

(i.e., if for example the Chief of Staff holds another office/or offices in the Grand, 

he/she must state which office he/she is representing for voting purposes.  If 

voting is not to be with his/her delegation, it will be so stated.  Once stated, no 

changes can be made.  No individual shall have more than one vote.) 

E. When under "Veterans of Foreign Wars Procedures•, all motions will be stated in 

the proper manner to comply with VFW procedures and normal parliamentary 

procedures.  (i.e., make the motion, second the motion and vote the aye or nay.) 

Section 2.  Voting at the Council of Administration: 

A. All members of the Council of Administration are entitled to one vote.  No 

individual shall have more than one vote. 

B. Voting by proxy is permitted.  Proxies must be submitted in writing by letter or 

email to the Grand Commander or Adjutant. 

C. The Seam Squirrel, by virtue of his position as a Council of Administration 

member shall be entitled to one vote; however, after notifying the Grand 

Commander and being duly excused, the Blanket Bum or High Gimlet may cast 

the vote of the Seam Squirrel.  No other officers of the Pup Tent can cast the 

vote; it is lost. 

ARTICLE XII 

Membership 

Section 1.  Membership shall be as prescribed in Article I and Article Ill of the By-Laws 

of the Supreme Pup Tent, as amended. 

ARTICLE XIII 

Change of Location 

Section 1.  Change of location of Pup Tents shall be as prescribed in Section 218 of the   

By-Laws of the Supreme Pup Tent, as amended. 

ARTICLE XIV 

Committees 

Section 1.  The Grand Commander shall appoint committees as necessary and not in 

conflict with the action of the Grand Pup Tent or the Council of Administration.  All 

committees shall keep a full and detailed record of its proceedings and present them for 

consideration at regular or special meetings of the Grand Council of Administration. 
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ARTICLE XV 

Tax 

Section 1.  The  Grand  Pup  Tent  shall  assess  each  Pup  Tent  under  its  

jurisdiction,   a per  capita tax as prescribed by the Grand Council  of Administration,  in  

accordance  with  Article  IV  and  Article V of the By-Laws of the Supreme Pup Tent; or 

as required by amendment to the By-Laws  of  the  Supreme  Pup  Tent. 

A.  Any Pup Tent in arrears for per capita tax payments, returns, reports, supply 

monies, or any   other financial obligations, shall not have a vote at any meeting 

or Scratch of the Grand Pup Tent, or Grand Council of Administration, until such 

arrearages have been paid to the proper authority. 

B. Per capita tax of new Pup Tents for the full year shall be due and payable on the 

date of institution; except those Pup Tents instituted after September 30th, when 

such per capita tax shall be paid the following year, and no per capita tax shall be 

paid for the year in which instituted. 

ARTICLE XVI 

Amendments 

Section 1.  These By-Laws may be amended or altered by the Grand Scratch by a two-

thirds (2/3) vote of the delegates present; provided, however, that such amendments 

have been approved, or are presented by a Pup Tent, or have been recommended by a 

Grand Pup Tent officer, or by an elective Supreme Pup Tent officer who is a member in 

good standing in his Pup Tent. 

A. All proposed amendments to these By-Laws as provided for under this Article, 

shall be submitted in writing to the Grand Adjutant, thirty (30) days before the 

convening of the Grand Scratch. 

B. All amendments or alterations of the By-Laws adopted at any Grand Scratch 

according to the provisions of this Article, shall take effect immediately, upon the 

ratification of the Supreme Pup Tent. 

C. Whenever the Supreme By-Laws are amended, the Grand Pup Tent will take 

immediate action to ascertain if corrections should be made to the Grand By-

Laws. 

Section 2.  In procedural matters not otherwise provided for, Robert Rules of Order will 

be the authority. 
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ARTICLE XVII 

Auxiliary 

Section 1.  Formation of a Grand Auxiliary shall be as prescribed in Article VI, Section 

609 of the Supreme By-Laws. 

Section 2.  An auxiliary shall not be formed until approved by a Pup Tent at a stated 

Scratch/meeting, due notice of the proposed formation having been given the entire 

membership of the Pup Tent (7) seven days before such meeting.  Each auxiliary must 

be assigned the name and shall be governed by and e under the control of the Pup Tent 

whose name and number it bears. 

ARTICLE XVIII 

Miscellaneous 

Section 1.  The Grand Quartermaster shall be authorized to spend the following funds 

as approved by the Grand Council of Administration: 

A. Grand Commander's travel. 

B. Administrative expenses. 

C. Purchase of the Past Grand Commander's pin. 

D. Purchase of the Incoming Grand Commanders hat. 

E. Costs concurrent with the Annual Bob Gray Memorial Ft. Whipple Steak Fry.  

Advance food purchases through the Chairman. 

F. Emergency expenses (i.e., funeral wreaths, flowers, cards, etc.) 

G. Expenses incidental to Supreme Officers visits (i.e., hotel/motel rooms, meals) 

H. Automatic allocations in accordance with annual budgeted Items approved by the 

incoming Council of Administration. 

I. Charter fees for new Pup Tents. 

Section 2.  Uniforms shall be as prescribed by the By-Laws of the Supreme Pup Tent, 

as amended. 

Section 3.  The Grand of Arizona will conduct an awards program conforming to the 

Supreme Program Book.  The Grand Commander will appoint an Awards Committee to 

select Outstanding Seam Squirrel, Sky Pilot, Custodian of the Crummy Duffel Bag, and 

Hungry Cootie of the Year.  Pup Tents are to nominate Shavetails whom they deem to 

be deserving the Grand Awards Committee will select one in each category; winners will 

be commended at the Annual Grand Scratch.  Appropriate winners will be endorsed by 

the Grand Commander and submitted to Supreme for recognition at the Annual 

Supreme Scratch. 

Section 4.  The Grand Commander, with coordination of the Grand Judge Advocate 

(Shyster), shall appoint a By-Laws committee consisting of not less than (4) four 

members in good standing within their respective Pup Tents.  The Grand Judge 

Advocate shall act as Chairman.  They will review these By-Laws each year to 




